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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

January,  1990  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  April 
1,  1990,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2320-MT  Timothy  J.  Clark,  P.  0.  Box  947 ,'  Lewi ston , N.Y.  14092 

(German  Notmunzen,  All  German  Tokens,  French  Necessity 
Money) 

2321  Robin  Mathia,  401  N.  19th  St.,  #A,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80904 


Regular  Membership  Converted  to  Life  Membership: 

LM-100  Jayant  J.  Ruparel , P.  0.  Box  42882,  Nairobi,  Kenya 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 


Life  Memberships  are  available  to  members  of  three  years'  standing  upon 
application  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the  $200.00  fee 
Conditional  Life  Membership  is  available  upon  payment  of  $60.00  down  and 
four  quarterly  payments  of  $35.00. 

★ ★★★★ 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  report  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last  report 


Name 


Amount 


Preference  of  Use 


BARRETT,  Wm. 
BRUCK,  Frederick 
CORNELL,  Shane 
GILB0Y,  Frank 
MULLAN,  Bill 
PRICE,  Fred  L. 
R0EHRS,  Edward 
ZANDER,  Erwin  D. 


$5.00  Cash 
$20.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$25.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
55 . 00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 


General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  BULLETIN 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  BULLETIN 


'k'k'k’k'k 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library: 

Drost,  Fred 
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WA30. USNW: 1969 : IS 
U.  S.  NEWS  & WORLD  REPORT 

Inflation  simplified.  What  it  means  to  you. 

Pub.  1967,  173pp,  not  illus. 

WA30. LeJP: R967 :ELAW 
LEVY,  JEAN-PHILIPPE 

The  Economic  Life  of  the  Ancient  World. 

1967  translation  of  1964  work,  147pp,  not  illus. 

Zander,  Randolph 

JG98. K1 un : 1975 : AW 
KLUSSENDORF,  NIKLOT 

Dev  Aachener  wechsler-prozess  stadlische  munzpolizei  und 
devisenschmuggler  im  spalmittelalter. 

Pub.  1975,  83pp,  w/plates. 

JB65 .Spin: 1925 :MSCE 
SPINK  AND  SON  LTD 

The  milled  silver  coinage  of  England  from  Charles  II  to  the 
present  day } including  patterns  and  proofs  with  a chapter 
on  Maundy  money. 

Pub.  1925,  134pp,  illus. 

JG98 . Wei J : R977 :GSC 
WEINGARTNER,  JOSEPH 

Die  gold  - und  silbermunzen  des  abtei  Corvey. 

1977  reprint  of  1883  work,  144pp,  w/plates. 

JG98. Wei J : R977 : GSBP 
WEINGARTNER,  JOSEPH 

Die  gold  - und  silbermunzen  des  Bisthums  Paderbom  nebst 
historischen  nachrichten. 

1977  reprint  of  1890  work,  208pp,  illus. 

KA70. Fern : 1939 : CCBP 
FERNANDO,  B.  W. 

Ceylon  currency  British  period  1796-1936 . 

Pub.  1939,  68pp,  w/plates. 

PC37.JasC: 1973:PMTG 
JASON,  CHARLES  J.  JR. 

Plantation  and  merchant  tokens  of  Guatemala. 

Pub.  1973,  86pp , illus. 

JI97.LunG: 1980:MCG 
LUNARDI,  GUISEPPE 

Le  monete  delle  colonie  Genovesi. 

Pub.  1980,  3 1 7pp , illus. 

JG98.LejE :R974 :MRBF 
LEJEUNE , ERNST 

Die  munzen  der  reichsurmittelbaren  Burg  Freidbery  in  der 
Wetterau. 

1974  reprint  of  1905  work,  52pp,  2 plates. 
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JG98. Lei J : R974 : MME 

LEITZMANN,  JOHANN  JAKOB 

Das  munzwesen  und  die  munzen  Erfurts. 

1974  reprint  of  1862  work,  119pp,  2 plates. 

II.  The  Library  would  also  like  to  extend  its  thanks  to  John  M.  Ross, 
Robert  A.  Plemmons,  John  L.  Pieratt,  and  Thomas  Schillinger  for  their 
gifts  of  numismatic  material;  and  to  Cecil  Webster  for  his  monetary 
donation. 

III.  This  report  ends  the  old  year  and  starts  a new  one.  Though  we 
have  not  grown  as  rapidly  as  in  the  past,  we  have  acquired  some  ex- 
cellent new  resource  material  through  the  support  of  a small,  dedicated 
portion  of  our  membership,  and  one  regular  contributor  who  is  not  a 
member  at  all.  To  them,  and  to  those  of  you  who  have  made  use  of  the 
facilities,  we  extend  our  thanks. 

To  the  rest  of  the  NI  membership,  we  need  your  help  in  the  acquisition 
of  new  material.  Without  it  we  are  in  danger  of  stagnating.  We  real- 
ize that  there  is  no  longer  the  tax  incentive  that  was  enjoyed  in  the 
past,  but  even  so,  if  you  have  material  that  you  no  longer  need,  send 
it  to  us  anyway.  Just  making  the  material  available  for  some  one  else 
to  use  can  be  reward  enough. 

For  those  of  you  who  have  not  yet  made  use  of  either  the  book  or  period- 
ical libraries,  we  are  only  too  happy  to  be  of  service.  If  you  are 
thinking  of  going  into  a new  collecting  field  drop  us  a line  and  see 
what  references  we  have  on  that  subject  before  you  buy.  If  you  are 
doing  research  you  are  also  encouraged  to  check  with  us.  If  we  do  not 
have  the  material  you  need,  we  do  enjoy  excellent  inter-library  loan 
arrangements  with  the  American  Numismatic  Society  and  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  libraries,  and  stand  a better  than  average 
chance  of  being  able  to  help  you. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

★***•* 

HISTORICAL  QUIZ  FOR  COLLECTORS  OF  MODERN  EUROPEAN  COINS 


We  received  only  five  responses  on  our  quiz  published  in  the  October 
issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN.  All  those  responding  will  receive  a free 
copy  of  Talers  & Ecus  of  Alsace-Lorraine , by  John  S.  Davenport.  N.0 
entry  answered  all  ten  questions  correctly,  but  our  contest  was  for 
the  five  people  with  the  most  correct  answers.  Winners  were: 

Norman  Dahlquist,  Tonasket,  Washington 

Tom  Galway,  Madison,  Wisconsin 

Francis  J.  Gerner,  Topeka,  Kansas 

Peter  S.  Horvitz,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Peter  Kraneveld,  Draviel,  France 

We  thank  all  of  those  who  took  the  time  and  effort  to  answer  the  quiz. 
We  will  probably  not  be  running  any  more  quiz's  as  there  does  not  seem 
to  be  that  much  interest  in  the  NI  membership. 
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THE  MACUQUI NAS  COINS  OF  MENDOZA,  ARGENTINA  - 1823 


J.  Alma  Ott3  Provo s Utah3  NI  § 2145 

Lying  at  the  base  of  the  Andes  Mountains  in  western  Argentina,  the 
province  of  Mendoza  was  having  a difficult  time  of  their  own  with  the 
lack  of  coinage  circulating  there.  In  1822  the  governor  of  Mendoza, 
Pedro  Molina,  created  a Casa  de  Moneda  (House  of  Coin)  called  "EL 
CUNO"  (The  Die)  to  compensate  for  this,  and  in  1823  and  1824  the  mint 
issued  silver  coins  of  the  macuquinas  (cob)  type  in  the  denominations 
of  two  and  four  reales. 

These  coins  were  copied  after  the  style  of  the  Spanish  Colonial  cobs 
of  Potosi , with  the  date,  legend  "PLVS  VLTRA" , and  denomination  on  the 
obverse,  along  with  the  initials  "PA/MA";  and  the  reverse  carries  the 
conventional  Spanish  Colonial  cross  with  castles  and  lions. 

This  emission  was  very  short  lived  and  they  were  withdrawn  from  cir- 
culation due  to  the  quantity  of  low  grade  silver  counterfeits  invading 
the  province.  As  a consequence,  by  law  of  Dec.  12,  1823,  the  provinc- 
ial government  decided  to  countermark  all  of  the  macuquinas  coins  of 
two  and  four  reales  from  Mendoza  and  La  Rioja  that  had  been  made  of 
high  grade  silver.  This  countermark  consisted  of  a balance  surrounded 
by  the  legend  "FIDELIDAD"  (Fidelity). 

But  even  with  the  countermark  the  counterfeit  coinage  was  way  out  of 
hand,  and  the  lack  of  further  action  to  put  a stop  to  it  provoked  the 
fall  of  the  provincial  government  under  Molina  in  1824. 

After  the  fall  of  Molina  all  of  the  macuquinas  coins  from  Mendoza  were 
taken  out  of  circulation.  This  action  attributed  to  the  extreme  rar- 
ity of  these  pieces,  with  even  the  first  strikes  without  the  counter- 
mark  being  unique  or  nearly  so. 

There  is  a large  amount  of  controversy  among  collectors  pertaining  to 
the  validity  and  attribution  of  these  coins  from  Mendoza.  Some  pieces 
are  similar  to  the  macuquinas  issues  produced  in  Central  America  and 
Venezuela  during  this  epoch,  and  there  has  been  no  positive  document- 
ation found  that  allow  us  to  be  certain  which  are  the  genuine  coins 
struck  by  the  order  of  the  Governor  Molina. 


MENDOZA  FIRST  STRIKES 


(No  Countermark) 


Date 

1823 

1823 


Obverse 

PA/MA 

PA/MA 


Demoni nation 


2 Reales 
4 Reales 


Availability 

Unique 

Unique 


"FIDELIDAD" 


(Countermark) 


Over  RIOXA  (LA  RIOJA)  1821 
Over  RIOXA  1822 
Over  RIOXA  738 
1823  Over  PA/MA 


2 Reales 
2 Reales 
2 Reales 
4 Reales 


Rare 

Rare 


Unique 

Rare 
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Sou rces 


Arnaldo  J.  Cunietti -Ferrando,  Monedas  de  la  Republica  Argentina 
Jose  Maria  Gonzales  Conde,  Catalogo  de  la  Mcmeda  Metalioa  Argentina 
J.  Alma  Ott,  Argentina:  A History  and  Coinage  1516-1880 

********************************************************************** 

THE  BOGOTA  MINT  COMMEMORATIVE  COIN 

Herman  Blanton,  London,  Ohio,  USA,  NI  42121 


Plans  and  equipment  acquisition  for  the  mint  began  in  1559,  but  it 
was  not  until  April  1st.  1620  that  King  Philip  III  of  Spain  ordered 
Alonso  Turrillo  de  Yebra  to  build  a mint  at  Santa  F£  (de  Bogota)  and 
a smaller  facility  at  Cartagena  and  some  coinage  produced.  In  1622 
coinage  began  at  Bogotl  and  by  1627  the  mint  was  steadily  producing 
coins,  particularly  gold  coins.  In  1756  the  mint  switched  from  cob 
to  milled  coinage. 


Colombia’s  National  Shield  and 
Bogota  Hint's  entrance  doors 

The  national  bank  (Banco  de  la  Republica)  of  Colombia  requested  that 
the  government  issue  one  peso  coins  to  commemorate  the  bicentenial  of 
milled  coinage.  By  order  of  the  President  of  Colombia  the  mint  was 
authorized  on  October  25th.  1956  to  issue  up  to  50,000  one  peso 
coins;  to  be  of  the  same  weight  fineness  and  size  as  the  previous 
silver  peso,  which  was  issued  in  1871.  The  issue  was  0.900  fine,  37 
mm.  diameter  and  25  grams  in  weight.  The  mint  managed  to  produce 
only  11,615  pieces. 

The  obverse  of  the  coin  shows  the  National  shield,  while  the  reverse 
shows  the  mint  doors  and  three  dates:  1620  (founding  of  the  mint), 
1756  (commencement  of  milled  coinage),  and  1956  (the  coins'  year  of 
issue ) . 

A.N.  Barriga  Villalba:  Historia  de  la  Casa  de  Honeda,  Vol . I,  pp. 
14-15;  Vol.  II,  pp.  496-497.  Banco  de  la  Republica, 

Bogota,  1969. 

Humberto  F.  Burzio:  Diccionario  de  la  Honeda  Hispanoamericana,  Vol. 

1,  pg.  61;  Vol.  II,  pp.  312-313,  Fondo  Hist&rico  y Bibl iogr^f ico 
Jbse  Toribio  Medina,  Santiago,  1958. 
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NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 


The  Monetary  System  in  Tibet,  1846 

Although  expelled  from  Tibet  at  the  behest  of  the  Chinese  ambassador 
in  March  1846,  the  French  missionaries  Hue  and  Gabet  resided  in  Lhasa 
on  friendly  terms  with  the  Tibetans  long  enough  to  observe  and  record 
a wide  panorama  of  the  social,  political,  economic,  and  cultural  life 
of  the  then  remote  Himalayan  kingdom.  This  is  their  impression  of 
the  monetary  situation  there  in  1846: 

"Thibet,  so  poor  in  agricultural  and  manufacturing  products,  is  rich, 
beyond  all  imagination,  in  metals.  Gold  and  silver  are  collected 
there  so  readily  that  the  common  shepherds  have  become  acquainted 
with  the  art  of  purifying  these  precious  metals.  You  often  see  them, 
in  the  ravines,  or  in  the  hollows  of  the  mountains,  seated  round  a 
fire  of  argols  (dried  dung),  amusing  themselves  with  purifying  in  a 
rude  crucible  the  gold-dust  they  have  found  while  tending  their  herds. 
The  result  of  this  abundance  of  the  precious  metals  is,  that  specie 
is  of  low  value,  and  that,  consequently,  goods  always  maintain  a 
very  high  price. 

The  monetary  system  of  the  Thibetians  consists  entirely  of  silver 
coins,  which  are  somewhat  larger,  but  not  so  thick  as  our  francs. 

On  one  side,  they  bear  inscriptions  in  Thibetian,  Parsee,  or  Indian 
characters;  on  the  other,  a crown  composed  of  eight  small,  round 
flowers. 

To  facilitate  commerce,  these  coins  are  cut  into  pieces,  the  number 
of  flowers  remaining  on  each  piece  determining  its  value.  The  en- 
tire coin  is  called  Tehan-Ka  (tang-ka) . A Tehe-Ptche  (khapeh'e)  is 
one  half  of  the  Tohan-Ka\  or,  in  other  words,  is  a piece  of  four 
flowers  only.  The  Cho-Kan  (sho-gang)  has  five  flowers,  the  Ka-Gan 
(ka  ’-gang)  three. 

In  the  larger  commercial  operations,  they  employ  silver  ingots,  which 
are  weighed  in  a Roman  balance,  upon  the  decimal  system.  Generally 
speaking,  the  Thibetians  reckon  up  accounts  upon  their  beads;  some 
people,  however,  and  especially  the  merchants,  use  the  Chinese  souan- 
pem  (abacus),  while  the  learned  employ  the  numerals  which  the  Euro- 
peans call  Arabic,  and  which  appear  to  have  been  of  very  ancient  date 
in  Thibet.  We  have  seen  several  Lamanesque  manuscripts,  illustrated 
with  astronomical  figures  and  diagrams,  all  of  them  represented  by 
Arabic  numerals,  which  were  also  used  in  the  paging  of  the  volumes. 

Some  of  these  figures  differed  slightly  from  the  Arabic  numerals  used 
in  Europe;  the  most  marked  difference  we  noticed  was  that  the  5, 
which,  in  these  manuscripts,  was  turned  upside  down,  thus:  g." 

--  Evariste-Rggi s Hue  and  Joseph  Gabet, 
Travels  in  Tartary  3 Thibet  and  China3 
1844-1846 y New  York  (1987)  reprint, 
pages  179-180. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 

********************************************************************** 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutahev , Lincoln,  Nebraska , NI  ft 1289 

No.  55  - ALEXIUS  I COMNENUS  (1081-1118) 

The  reign  of  Alexius  I embraces  the  first  Crusade,  when  the  hoard  of 
the  undisciplined  European  Crusaders  descended  upon  Byzantium  unin- 
vited like  a swarm  of  locusts.  And  too,  at  the  very  beginning  of  his 
reign  he  found  that  the  Turks  were  advancing  on  the  Eastern  border 
while  the  Normans  were  pressing  on  the  West.  His  resources  were  not 
adequate  to  cope  with  both  of  these  problems  at  the  same  time,  so  he 
resorted  to  negotiation.  His  entire  reign  was  also  occupied  in  sup- 
pressing constant  plots,  rebellions  and  wars  that  he  did  not  initiate. 

One  noted  historian.  Professor  Oman,  said  of  Alexius:  "He  fought,  and 

intrigued,  lied  and  negotiated,  and  in  doing  so,  became  the  most  ac- 
complished liar  of  his  age."  This  is  rather  a harsh  and  hardly  a 
fair  statement,  and  so  is  Alexius'  daughter,  the  celebrated  royal 
historian  Anna  Comnena's  appraisal  of:  "Alexius  superbly  outwitted 
his  enemies."  The  truth  of  the  matter  lies  some  where  in  between 
these  extremes.  It  must  be  remembered  that  his  first  duty  was  to  his 
own  state,  the  people  that  he  ruled,  not  to  the  semi -chri stiani zed 
rabble  who  overran  his  territory.  It  was  through  the  astuteness  of 
Alexius  that  the  Empire  was  saved,  yet  his  one  act  of  allowing  the 
Venetians  the  dominance  of  the  great  Mediterranean  trade  that  is  said 
to  have  contributed  more  than  anything  else  to  the  ultimate  down  fall 
of  Byzantium  that  he  is  remembered  for.  It  was,  however,  the  urgency 
of  the  moment  that  demanded  the  great  support  of  the  Venetian  navy 
and  this  Alexius  purchased  at  the  expense  of  the  trade  facilities. 

Alexius  did  try  to  use  the  armies  of  the  Western  Crusaders  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Empire,  however,  Bohemund,  the  son  of  Robert  Guiscard, 
did  not  hand  over  the  liberated  city  of  Antioch  as  Alexius  had  wanted. 
Jerusalem  was  also  taken  and  held  by  the  Crusaders,  but  as  it  had  not 
been  in  the  hands  of  Byzantium  for  several  centuries,  it  was  of  little 
consequence.  Bohemund  even  returned  to  Europe  and  organized  an  army 
to  attack  Byzantium,  but  he  was  defeated  in  the  battle  by  Alexius  and 
he  died  later.  When  Alexius  died  in  1118,  his  son  John  II  inherited 
an  Empire  very  different  from  the  wreck  which  Alexius  had  taken  pos- 
session of  almost  forty  years  before. 

The  Coinage 

The  coinage  of  Alexius  I is  somewhat  perplexing,  as  there  is  what 
might  be  called  the  normal  coinage  in  gold,  silver  and  bronze,  and 
also  a rather  extensive  issue  of  nomismata  struck  in  electrim, base 
silver  or  billon,  and  even  in  bronze.  We  do  know  that  early  in  this 
reign,  precious  vessels  from  the  Church  and  also  bronze  monuments 
were  melted  down  for  the  mint.  And  too,  the  systematic  debasement 
and  disarrangement  of  the  coinage  was  used  later  on.  It  may  be  that 
the  ignorance  and  extreme  gullibility  of  the  Crusaders  made  these 
later  proceedings  an  extremely  profitable  one  for  the  Empire. 

It  can  be  noted  too  that  the  legends  on  some  of  the  scyphate  nomismata 
commences  on  the  convex  side  of  the  coin,  and  this  would  lead  one  to 
think  that  thus  the  Byzantines  regarded  the  convex  side  to  be  the 
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obverse  of  the  coin. 

Pre-Reform  Coinage  (1081-1092) 
Electrum  or  Debased  Silver  Trachy 
Constantinople  - First  Coinage 


Obverse  - The  nimbate  figure  of  the  bearded  Chri_st  seated  upon  a 
throne  with  a back.  In  the  field  is  IC  and  XC,  all 
within  a double  beaded  border. 

Reverse  - +AA€ZIWA€C  nOT/RUKM  - or  variant.  The  bust  of  the 
emperor  holding  a scepter  in  his  right  hand  and  the 
globus  cruciger  in  his  left. 

Constantinople  - Second  Coinage 


Obverse  - The  bust  of  the  bearded  and  nimbate  Christ.  IC  and 
in  the  field,  all  within  a double  beaded  border. 

Reverse  - Much  the  same  as  on  the  first  coinage. 

Thessalonica  - First  Coinage 


Obverse  - \*K€RO  AA6ZIUJ  - or  variant  with  IC  and  )TC  in  the  field. 
Bust  of  Christ,  much  as  on  the  second  coinage  of  Con- 
stant nople. 

Reverse  - Full-length  figures  of  the  emperor  facing  on  the  right 
and  of  Saint  Demetrius  beardless  and  nimbate,  turned  to 
the  right,  on  the  left  and  handing  the  emperor  a labarum 
on  a long  shaft. 
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Thessalonica  - Second  Coinage 


Obverse  - As  first  coinage. 


Reverse  - As  first,  but  St.  Demetrius  holds  a patriarchal  cross  on 
a long  shaft  that  is  standing  on  a globule  and  two  steps. 

Electrum  or  Debased  Silver  Tetarteron  (Small  Thick  Fabric) 

Constantinople  - First  Coinage 

Obverse  and  Reverse  - As  on  the  Trachy,  but  with  a single  border 

of  dots. 


Obverse  - +€MMA  NOVHA  - or  variant  and  IC  XC  in  the  field.  A 
full-length  figure  of  Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate,  with- 
in a single  border  of  dots. 

Reverse  - +AA€ZIUJA€C  riOTTUJKOMNH+  - or  variant.  A full-length 
figure  of  the  emperor  holding  a scepter  cruciger  in  his 
right  hand  and  a globus  cruciger  in  his  left. 

Thessalonica  - First  Coinage 


Obverse  - A bust  of  the  Virgin  nimbate,  with  MT5  0V  in  the  field. 
The  facing  head  of  the  young  Christ  in  on  her  breast, 
all  within  a single  border  of  dots. 


Reverse  - +AA6ZIUJA  nOTTUJK  - or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emperor 
holding  a jewelled  scepter  in  his  right  hand  and  a 
globus  cruciger  in  his  left,  all  within  a single  border 
of  dots. 


First  Coinage 


Second  Coinage 
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Thessalonica  - Second  Coinage 

Obverse  - The  bearded  and  nimbate  figure  of  Christ  seated  on  a 

throne  without  a back,  TC  XU  is  in  the  field,  all  within 
a single  border  of  dots. 

Reverse  - +AA€Z  AecnOTTOK  - or  variant  with  * * in  the  field. 

A bust  of  the  emperor  holding  a 1 abarum-headed  scepter 
in  his  right  hand  an  a anexikakia  in  his  left,  all  in  a 
single  border  of  dots. 

Silver  Alloy  Light  Weight  Scyphate 
Mint  of  Constantinople 


Obverse  - +0K6ROH06I  TlbCUJAOVAUJ  - or  variant.  0V  is  in  the 
field.  The  full-length  figure  of  the  Virgin,  nimbate. 

Reverse  - +AA€ZIUJA€C  nOTTUJKOMN  - or  variant.  The  full-length 
figure  of  the  emperor  holding  a long  cross  in  his  right 
hand  and  in  his  left  a sheathed  sword. 

Silver  Alloy  Miliaresion  or  Fraction 
Mint  of  Constantinople 

Type  A 

Obverse  - M Q in  the  field.  The  bust  of  the  Virgin  nimbate, 
with  the  head  of  the  young  Christ  on  her  breast. 

Reverse  - A six  line  inscription.  +e(<e 

ROH06! 

AA6ZUU 
A€CnOT 
TUJKOM 
NHN(UJ) 


Type  B 

Obverse  - +©K€  ROH0  - or  variant,  is  in  the  field. 

As  Type  A. 

Reverse  - A six  line  inscription. 

— I — 

AA€ZI 
UJA€CnO 
THTU1KO 
MNHNUJ 
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Mint  of  Thessalonica 


First  Coinage 

Constantinople  - Second  Coinage 


Second  Coinage 


Bronze  Foil  is 

Constantinople  - First  Coinage 

Obverse  - is  in  the  field.  A bust  of  the  bearded  Christ 

with  a cross  behind  his  head 

Reverse  - A cross  over  a crescent  that  is  surrounded  by  globules. 


Obverse  - IMHADOHAO  AA€ZiOiA€Cn  . The  half-length  figures  of 
the  emperor  facing  on  the  right  and  of  St.  Demetrius, 
beardless  and  nimbate  on  the  left,  handing  the  emperor 
a long  cross. 


Reverse  - A six  line  inscription. 


+X€ 

ROHeei 

AA€ZIW 

AecnOTH 

TUIKOMNH 

NW 


Obverse  - As  first,  but  Christ  is  nimbate  and  all  is  within  a 
border  of  large  globules. 


Reverse  - h#  ©Vis  in  the  field.  Three  quarter-length  figure 
of  the  Virgin,  nimbate,  all  within  a border  of  large 
globules. 


Constantinople  - Third  Coinage 


Obverse 

Reverse 


IC  XC  is  in  the  field.  The  bust  of  the  bearded  and 
nimbate  Christ. 

IC 

Cross  pattee  in  the  center  of:  Nl  ka 

XC 
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Mint  of  Thessalonica 

Type  A 

Obverse  - HP  ©V  is  in  the  field.  The  bust  of  the  Virgin  nimbate, 
with  the  head  of  the  young  Christ  on  her  breast. 

Reverse  - +AA6ZI  A€CnOTTWK  - or  variant.  The  full-length 
figure  of  the  emperor  facing.  He  holds  in  the  right 
hand  a labarum  on  a long  shaft  and  in  the  left,  a 
globus  cruciger. 


Type  A 


Type  B 


Type  B 


Obverse  - c in  the  field  of  a jewelled  cross  on  steps, 
M A all  within  a border  of  large  globules. 


Reverse  - +A . A bust  of  the  emperor  holidng  in  his  right  hand  a 
scepter  cruciger  and  in  his  left  a globus  cruciger,  all 
within  a border  of  large  globules. 


An  Eastern  Mint,  possibly  Thessalonica 


Obverse  - 


Reverse  - 


in  the  field 


NI  RA 


on  a cross 
on  steps. 


A five  line  in- 
scription.   + 

C6PCVN 

€Pr€IBA 

CIA6IAA 

£Z\W 


Post-Reform  Coinage  (1092-1118) 


Gold  Hyperpyron 


Constantinople  - First  Coinage 


Obverse  and  Reverse  - The  same  as  the  first  coinage  of  electrum 

and  billon  Trachea. 


Constantinople  - Second  Coinage 

Obverse  - +K6RO  H0€l.  (C  & is  in  the  upper  field.  Christ  bearded 
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and  nimbate,  is  seated  on  a throne  without  a back,  his 
right  hand  raised  in  benediction  and  he  holds  the 
gospels  in  his  left. 

Reverse  - A TlU;  in  two  column  groups.  The  full-length  figure 
-^e  KOu  t*ie  emperor,  holding  in  his  right  hand  a 
A€C  bHiii  labarum-headed  scepter  and  in  his  left,  a 
HO  globus  cruciger.  The  Manus  Dei  is  in  the 

TH  upper  right  field. 


Constantinople  Variety 


Thessalonioa  Variety 


Reverse 

Philippopolis  Variety 


Reverse 
Unknown  Mint 


There  are  two  or  three  varieties  of  this  coinage  from  Constantinople 
and  six  varieties  from  Thessalonica,  while  there  are  two  that  are 
possibly  from  Philippopolis.  There  is  also  a variety  known  from 
only  two  specimnes  that  were  found  in  the  Gornoslav  Hoard,  which  are 
from  an  unknown  mint. 

Electrum  Aspron  Trachy 


Constantinople  - First  Coinage 

Obverse  - iWAecnT  +K€ROH@€f.  is  in  the  upper  center  field. 
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Full-length  figures  of  John  II  beardless,  standing  on  a 
dais  on  the  left  and  being  crowned  by  the  bearded  and 
nimbate  Christ. 

Reverse  - +AA6ZIU1A6  €IPHNIAVru  - Full-length  figures  of  Alexius 
I,  on  the  left  and  Irene,  holding  between  them  a pat- 
riarchal cross  on  a long  shaft. 

Constantinople  - Second  Coinage 


Obverse  - FTP  &/  is  in  the  field.  The  nimbate  Virgin  is  seated 
on  a throne  without  a back,  she  holds  a head  of  the 
young  Christ  on  her  breast. 

Reverse  - ^ or  variant.  The  full-length  figure  of  the 

— HXi  KO  emperor  holding  in  his  right  hand  a jewelled 
A€C  scepter  and  a olobus  cruciger  in  his  left, 

no  N 
T 


Obverse  - 4-K6R0  AA6ZIOI.  \Z  is  in  the  upper  field.  Christ, 
bearded  and  nimbate,  is  seated  on  a throne  without  a 
back . 

Reverse  - +A€CnOTH  TUiKOMsH  - or  variant.  M0  or  M is  in  the 

upper  center  field.  Full-length  figures  of  the  emperor 
on  the  left  being  crowned  by  the  nimbate  Virgin.  Only 
five  specimens  of  this  type  are  known.  The  British 
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Museum  specimen  has  a large  star  between  the  two  figures. 
Billon  Aspron  Trachy 

Constantinople  - First  Coinage 

Obverse  and  Reverse  - All  as  on  the  electrum  Aspron  Trachy  first 

coinage  from  Constantinople,  but  on  the 
whole,  somewhat  smaller. 


First  Coinage 

Constantinople  - Second  Coinage 


Second  Coinage 


Obverse  - IC  XC  is  in  the  upper  field.  Chirst,  bearded  and  nimbate, 
is  seated  on  a throne  with  a back. 


Reverse  - fl 
A€ 
ZIUJ 
A€C 

no 

T 


TUI 

KO 

MSI 

N 


or  variant.  Full-length  figure  of  the  emperor 
holding  in  his  right  hand  a jewelled  scepter 
on  a long  shaft,  his  left  hand  rests  on  his 
hip. 


Constantinople  - Third  Coinage 
Obverse  - All  as  first  coinage. 


Reverse  - 4-AA6ZIU1  AGCriT  or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emperor  hold- 
ing in  his  right  hand  a scepter  cruciger  and  in  his  left, 
a globus  cruciger. 


Third  Coinage  Fourth  Coinage 


Constantinople  - Fourth  Coinage 

Obverse  - +K€RO  Heel.  IC  is  in  the  field.  A bust  of  Christ, 
bearded  and  nimbate. 

Reverse  - +AA€  A€C  or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emperor  holding  in 
his  right  hand  a labarum-headed  scepter  and  in  his  left, 
a globus  cruciger. 
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Mint  of  Thessalonica 


Obverse  - fC  ^ is  in  the  field.  Full-length  figure  of  Christ, 
bearded  and  nimbate. 


Reverse  - +wezim  is  retrograde.  Full-length  figures  of  the 
emperor  on  the  right,  and  of  the  Virgin  on  the  left, 
holding  between  them  a labarum  on  a long  shaft. 


Thessalon'ica  Philippopotis 

Mint  of  Phi  1 ippopol i s 

Obverse  - +KGRO  AACZIUJ.  1C  %C  i s in  the  field.  Christ,  bearded 
and  nimbate,  is  seated  on  a throne  without  a, back. 

Reverse  - a TUJ  or  variant.  The  full-length  figure  of  the 

€C  KO  emperor  holding  in  his  right  hand  a labarum- 
TH  ^ beaded  scepter  topped  with  a cross,  and  in  his 
left,  a globus  cruciger. 

Bronze  Tetarteron 
Mint  of  Constantinople 

Type  A 

Obverse  - TC  XC  is  in  the  field.  A bust  of  Christ,  bearded  and 
nimbate. 

Reverse  - +AAC  ACC  or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emperor  holding 
in  his  right  hand  a labarum-headed  scepter,  and  in  his 
left,  a globus  cruciger. 


Type  B 

Obverse  - fC  XC  is  in  the  field.  A bust  of  Christ,  bearded  with  a 
cross  behind.  In  the  field  of  the  cross  is  o c • 

Reverse  - +AACZIUJ  ACC  or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emperor  holding 
in  his  right  hand  a jewelled  scepter,  and  in  his  left,  a 
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globus  cruciger. 


Type  C 

Obverse  - IC  XC  is  in  the  field.  Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate, 
seated  on  a throne  without  a back. 

Reverse  - +AA6ZIUJ  A€C  or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emperor  holding 
in  his  right  hand  a scepter  cruciger  and  in  his  left, 
a globus  cruciger. 


Type  C Type  D 


Type  D 

Obverse  - As  Type  C. 

Reverse  - +AA6ZHU  A€CnOTTUiK  or  variant.  Full-length  figure  of 
emperor  holding  in  his  right  hand  a labarum  on  a long 
shaft  and  in  his  left,  a globus  cruciger. 

Thessalonica  - First  Coinage 


Obverse  - As  obverse  of  Type 

Reverse  - +AA€Z  or  variant, 
nople. 


First  Coinage 


Thessalonica  - Second  Coinage 

Obverse  - Sv  is  in  the  fi 

Reverse  - +A  A€C  or  variant. 

right  hand  a labarum 
globus  cruciger. 

Thessalonica  - Third  Coinage 

Type  A 


of  Constantinople. 

As  reverse  of  Type  C of  Constanti- 


Seaond  Coinage 


Id.  A bust  of  the  Virgin. 

Bust  of  the  emperor  holding  in  his 
on  a long  cross  and  in  his  left,  a 


or  variant  about  a jewelled  cross  on  steps. 


Obverse  - 


C O 
M A 
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Reverse  - +TUJKO  MNH  or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emperor  holding 
in  his  right  hand  a scepter  cruciger  and  in  his  left,  a 
globus  cruciger. 


Type  A Type  B 


Type  B 

A A 

Obverse  - K or  variant  about  a patriarchal  cross  on  steps. 

Reverse  - +AA€  Zl  or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emperor  holding  in 
his  right  hand  a jewelled  scepter  and  in  his  left,  a 
globus  cruciger. 


Type  C 


Type  C 

Obverse  - TC  7Z  is  in  the  field.  A full-length  figure  of  Christ, 
bearded  and  nimbate. 


Reverse  - +AA€  ZHUA6C  or  variant.  A full-length  figure  of  the 
emperor  holding  in  his  right  hand  a labarum  on  a long 
shaft  and  in  his  left,  a globus  cruciger. 

Bronze  Hal f-Tetarteron 

Mint  of  Thessslonica 

Obverse  - is  in  the  field.  A bust  of  the  Virgin. 

Reverse  - AA€ . A bust  of  the  emperor  holding  a labarum  on  a 

long  shaft  in  his  right  hand  and  in  his  left,  a globus 
cruci ger. 


**★**★★★**★★**★★ **★★★★★★****★★***★★★******★★*★*★★**★■*+****★***** ***★★* 
SHANGHAI  WOOD 


Emergency  wooden  lacquered  sticks  with  India  ink  inscriptions  were 
issued  during  the  Japanese  occupation  of  China  in  1932  when  all  of  the 
metallic  coins  disappeared  from  circulation. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Joe  Cribb.  MONEY  IN  THE  BANK.  THE  HONGKONG  BANK  MONEY  COLLECTION. 

11-1/8"  x 8-5/8".  204pp.  Spink  & Son  Ltd.  (for  the  Hongkong  and 

Shanghai  Banking  Corporation).  London,  1987 

Joe  Cribb  has  been  the  Curator  of  Far  Eastern  Currencies  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Coins  and  Medals  of  the  British  Museum  since  1970.  His  publi- 
cations include  numerous  articles  on  the  history  of  coins  and  other 
forms  of  money  of  Asia.  In  1986  he  organized  a major  British  Museum 
Exhibition:  Money  - From  Cowrie  Shells  to  Credit  Cards , and  edited 

a book  (with  the  same  title)  to  accompany  the  Exhibition.  This  book 
was  awarded  the  Royal  Numismatic  Society  1987  Lhotka  Prize  for  the 
year's  best  book  introducing  numismatics.  He  is  also  the  author  of  a 
children's  book  on  the  history  of  money.  The  Money  Fun  Book. 

His  most  recent  book  is  an  introduction  to  the  Money  Collection  of  the 
Hongkong  Bank.  The  book  illustrates  in  color  all  the  main  varieties 
of  coins  and  banknotes  in  the  Collection.  It  contains  a rich  treasure 
of  its  own  and  the  Mercantile  Bank's  notes,  of  Hong  Kong  coins,  of 
Chinese  coins  and  ingots  and  of  silver  dollars.  All  these  played  a 
vital  role  in  the  history  of  the  Far  East.  Many  previously  unpublished 
notes,  coins  and  ingots  are  illustrated.  The  Collection  is  presented 
in  the  context  of  the  history  of  money  in  the  Far  East  and  of  the  role 
of  the  Hongkong  Bank  as  an  issuer  and  user  of  money. 

The  book  begins  with  an  Introduction  by  Sir  Michael  Sandberg  (vii)  and 
is  followed  by  an  Introduction  (viii)  which  explains  something  about 
the  Bank  and  its  collection  and  the  author's  aims,  and  Acknowledgements 
( x i ) . There  are  six  chapters  in  the  book:  I.  From  Cowries  to  Chaos: 

An  Introduction  to  Chinese  Currency  (p.  1);  II.  A Currency  for  the 
Colony:  A History  of  Money  in  Hong  Kong  (p.  13);  III.  Sycee;  China's 

Silver  Bullion  Money  (p.  101);  IV.  The  Almighty  Dollar:  The  story  of 

the  silver  dollar  traced  from  its  origins  in  Europe  to  its  role  in  the 
Far  East  (p.  113);  V.  Branching  Out  - the  Bank  abroad:  The  Note 

Issuing  Activities  of  the  Hongkong  Bank  and  Mercantile  Bank  outside 
Hongkong  and  the  Banknotes  of  the  Imperial  Bank  of  Persia  (p.  133); 
and  VI.  Conclusion:  Recent  Developments  in  Hong  Kong's  Money  (p.  191). 

These  are  followed  by  a Bibliography  (p.  196)  and  an  Index  (p.  200). 

The  author  has  an  elegant  style  and  the  book  is  a pleasure  to  read. 

Cribb  has  given  us  many  fascinating  insights  into  many  aspects  of  the 
history  of  money  in  the  Far  East.  If  you  are  interested  in  the  history 
of  money,  you  should  certainly  add  this  book  to  your  shelves. 

Reviewed  by  R.  J.  Hebert 


Russell  Rula.  Discovering  America  — The  Coin  Collecting  Connection. 

Released  October,  1989  by  Krause  Publications,  700  East  State  Street, 
Iola,  Wisconsins  54990.  $19.95  US  plus  $5.00  postage  to  Canada  and 

$2.50  postage  to  the  U.S. 

The  328  page  book  is  printed  in  8^  x 11  inch  pages  and  bound  with  a 
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soft  cover.  The  edition  is  limited  to  4,000  copies. 

This  book  catalogues  over  500  coins,  medals  and  tokens  that  have  a 
bearing  on  the  discovery  of  the  New  World.  The  listing  of  pieces  that 
commemorate  Christopher  Columbus'  1492  voyage  in  the  New  World  is  ex- 
haustive. In  addition,  there  is  a representative  selection  of  pieces 
issued  to  commemorate  the  exploits  of  others  who  explored  and  voyaged 
to  the  New  World  both  before  and  after  Columbus.  Pieces  commemorating 
voyages  made  before  that  of  Columbus  by  Vikings,  Norsemen  and  Irish 
explorers  are  listed  at  the  beginning  of  the  book.  Some  other  well- 
known  explorers  who  have  one  or  more  pieces  catalogued  in  this  work 
include  Ponce  de  Leon,  Balboa,  Cortes,  Magellan,  de  Soto,  Cartier, 
Cabot,  Champlian,  Marquette,  LaSalle,  Drake,  Frobi sher,  Raleigh,  Davis, 
Somers,  Hudson  and  Stuyvesant. 

The  pieces  are  listed  in  chronological  order.  Each  piece  is  illustrat- 
ed with  a superb  photo.  The  following  data  is  given  for  each  piece: 
diameter,  metal  content,  value  up  to  3 grades  of  preservation,  year 
struck,  description  and  historical  data. 

The  catalogue  is  a pleasure  to  thunb  through  and  suggest  many  ideas 
for  good  exhibits.  Historically,  it  is  very  instructive  as  it  brings 
together  under  one  cover  so  amny  great  explorers  who  voyaged  to  the 
New  World. 

The  book  is  an  absolute  must  for  the  library  of  any  coin  club  and  is  a 
bargain  at  its  sales  price.  I recommend  it  to  all. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


Dr.  Jorge  Emilio  Restrepo.  MONEDAS  DE  COLOMBIA  - 1808-1886  (Desde 
Fernando  VII  Hasta  Estados  Unidos  de  Colombia) . Card  covers.  194pp. 
Over  700  illustrations.  Medellin,  Colombia,  1989.  Price  and  North 
American  source  not  known  at  this  time. 

Some  1151  coins  are  described,  of  which  84  are  proclamation  pieces, 
models,  essays  or  patterns.  The  rest  are  circulating  emissions  and 
thei r varieties. 

This  book  will  serve  to  fill  in  the,  until  now,  historical  and  numis- 
matic gaps  for  the  serious  numismatist  specializing  in  the  early  coin- 
age of  the  Republic  of  Colombia.  Restrepo  had  previously  filled  the 
gaps  from  1886  to  date  with  his  excellent  MONEDAS  DE  COLOMBIA  1886- 
1986  which  was  published  in  1986.  This  reversed  sequel  covers  all 
emission  including  base  metals,  silver  and  gold. 

The  basic  treatment  remains  the  same  as  the  previous  work  - an  ex- 
haustive study  of  Colombian  numismatics.  Each  type  known  for  a 
specific  year  is  first  indexed  in  chronological  order  with  rarity 
ratings.  The  convenient  "Calendar  approach"  is  followed  by  a break- 
down of  the  many  political  entities  with  a detailed  listing  of  every 
coin  known,  to  include  detailed  information  on  the  many  varieties. 

This  book  and  its  older  sister  are  distinguished  not  only  by  the 
abundance  of  factual  information  but  also  the  chapter  by  chapter 
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breakdown  by  political  entities.  Each  of  the  seven  chapters  provides 
a brief  historical  introduction  including  a portrait  of  the  corres- 
ponding head  of  state.  Those  who  have  struggled  to  keep  a clear  over- 
view of  19th  century  Colombian  history  and/or  numismatics  have  found 
it  at  best  an  almost  insurmountable  task  using  most  previously  avail- 
able works.  They  will  surely  appreciate  the  ease  and  logic  which 
characterize  Restrepo's  grouping  of  specific  types  within  their  re- 
spective historical  and  political  framework. 

Equally  praiseworthy  is  the  attention  paid  to  detail  regarding  indiv- 
idual dates  as  well  as  major  and  minor  varieties.  For  example,  many 
of  the  overdates  have  well  enlarged  photographs  made  by  the  author 
himself.  Great  effort  has  been  made  in  drawing  from  every  imaginable 
source  the  most  prudent  explanations  for  those  mysterious  counter- 
stamps, patterns,  trial  pieces  and  even  the  anachronistic  coins  pro- 
duced outside  of  the  "proper"  historical  framework  or  monetary  system. 
The  documentation  is  superlative  as  is  the  Bibliography. 

The  numbering  system  which  Restrepo  has  created  for  the  355  different 

types  is  logical,  synchronized  with  our  present  century  and  cross- 

reference  to  Craig,  Yeoman  and  his  own  previous  works.  It  is  un- 

fortunate that  the  collector  working  with  the  1990  KM  numbers  may 
feel  slightly  inconvenienced  as  the  point  of  reference  was  the  two- 
volume,  hardcover,  1986  edition  of  the  Krause/Mi  shier  work.  That 
edition  contained  many  more  Y and  C numbers  for  cross-reference  and 
it  may  have  been  better  to  have  used  the  1990  edition  as  the  point 
of  reference.  The  rarity  scale  devised  by  Restrepo  is  a most  useful 
one,  even  if  at  times  it  does  not  correspond  with  this  writer's 
concept  of  availability  on  the  North  American  market. 

Perhaps  wisely  - as  availablilty  tends  to  be  more  important  than 
price  when  collecting  19th  century  Colombia  coins  - price  data  has 
been  omitted  entirely. 

In  conclusion,  I think  it  fair  to  state  that  both  this  and  the 
earlier  Restrepo  work  rank  with  Barriga  Villalba's  now-classic  (and 
virtually  unobtainable)  HISTORIA  DE  LA  CASA  DE  MONEDA.  They  com- 
plement that  work  with  its  wealth  of  historical  documentation  which 
on  occasion  has  been  what  "could  have  been"  or  what  "should  have 
been"  instead  of  what  actually  "was".  Restrepo's  works  give  immed- 
iate access  to  hard  factual  data  on  what  is,  in  reality,  known  to 
exist,  to  include  those  items  which  Dr.  Restrepo  reasonably  believes 
actually  exist,  while  carefully  excluding  those  items  which  while 
previously  reported  appear  to  be  figments  of  someone's  imagination  or 
poor  typing  ability. 

A must  for  the  lover  of  Colombian  numismatics  or  history. 

Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero 

'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k  ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★  ★★★★★★★★★ 

"FOR  JEWELLERY" : This  is  the  inscription  on  obverse  of  "British  Trade 

Dollars"  made  for  that  purpose.  Pridmore  lists  a 1908-0  (that  is  an 
0 mintmark)  also  as  a sign  of  being  expressly  made  for  ornaments. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Jerry  King,  P.  0.  Box  40334,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45240:  I am  a new 

collector  of  African  coins,  especially  those  from  the  southern  portion. 
I am  interested  in  making  a few  bulk  purchases  of  common  coins,  but  I 
would  also  appreciate  lists  of  individiual  coins  from  this  area. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  $.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KA  67216:  Need  more 

information  on  the  test  coin  by  Brichaut  1875  Assention  Year  for 
Cambodia;  the  Wurden  1860  design  5 Cent  to  Four  Franc;  and  the 
Faconnet  1860  Piastre.  All  three  designers  engraved  the  hair  lines 
different  on  Norodom.  Many  varieties  exist,  hairlines,  date,  sig- 
nature position,  etc.  What  varieties  do  you  have? 

Howard  A.  Daniel,  III,  P.  0.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626: 
Vietnamese  Emperor  Tu  Due  (1847-83)  Thong  Bao  cash  style  coins:  The 

drawing  at  Lacroix  321  with  a dot  on  its  right  reverse  is  known  only 
by  this  drawing.  The  drawing  at  Lacroix  330  with  what  appears  to  be 
one  vertical  line  at  its  bottom  reverse  is  also  known  only  by  a draw- 
ing. The  drawing  at  Toda  233  with  four  inward-shaped  crescents  on  its 
reverse  is  another  only  known  by  a drawing.  The  Craig  203  and  Krause 
203  Tu  Due  Trung  Bao  piece  is  not  illustrated  in  either  reference, 
but  there  is  a drawing  of  it  at  Novak  277.  Doe  any  of  the  above  pieces 
exist?  The  Krause  192.2  and  Schroeder  299  is  unknown  to  me  with  a 
photograph  or  rubbing  of  its  obverse.  Can  anyone  provide  me  a photo- 
graph or  rubbing  of  it  or  the  pieces  above  with  their  weights  and 
measurements? 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to: 

Dr.  Howard  L.  Ford,  Attribution  Chairman,  P.  0.  Box  5161  N.T.  Station, 
Denton,  TX  76203,  USA. 

********************************************************************** 
THE  SPANISH  MOORS 


Alphonso  VIII  (1158-1215)  issued  a special  Arabic  style  broad  dinar 
when  he  became  a Christian.  Therefore,  on  this  coin  the  Arabic  in- 
scription on  both  obverse  and  reverse  is  preceded  by  a cross. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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